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Greetings and welcome to the winter edition of the VA Office of Tribal Government Relations (OTGR) 
newsletter.  I hope this finds you rested after the holiday season.  The past few months were quite busy 
with training, outreach and senior level engagement with tribal leaders.  Two highlights of recent months 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ 6! 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ 7ÉÌËÉÅȭÓ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÅÎgagement during the Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) 
conference held in Anchorage this past October.  The AFN meeting was preceded by tours of tribal health 
care facilities in the region, which continue to serve as critical points of access to care for Veterans across 
Alaska.  Secretary Wilkie was impressed with these site visits and encouraged VA leadership and staff 
across the VA enterprise to continue to expand and cultivate effective partnerships between tribal 
governments, tribal health care programs and the VA.   
 
In November, Secretary Wilkie then ventured to Oklahoma where he was graciously welcomed to 
Chickasaw Country by Chickasaw Nation Governor Bill Anoatubby and Lieutenant Governor Jefferson 
Keel as co-hosts of a Tribal Nations Veterans Town Hall held in Ada, OK.  The Secretary offered opening 
remarks and fielded questions from the audience on a variety of concerns expressed by Veterans during 
the session.  He enjoyed breakfast hosted by tribal leadership and toured both the Chickasaw Nation 
Medical Center and the Chickasaw Nation Veterans Lodge where he expressed both appreciation and 
admiration for the quality of Chickasaw Nation facilities.  His visit affirmed the commitment to continue 
to work to cultivate expanded partnerships and collaborations with tribal governments in the days 
ahead.  We look forward to supporting future Secretarial visits and engagements with tribal leaders as we 
move into the new year.  ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÒÅÍÉÓÓ ÉÆ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÅØÔÅÎÄ ÍÙ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÔÅÁÍÍÁÔÅÓ #ÌÁÙ 7ÁÒÄȟ 
Mary Culley and Henry Huntley (Henry is from the VA Intergovernmental Affairs side of the organization) 
for the staff support they provided to these engagements.   
 
As I reflect on this past autumn season, it might easier for me to list the efforts and activities our team 
accomplished in collaboration with the three VA administrations, external partners such as the State 
Departments of Veterans Affairs, and the Department of Health and Human Services ɀ Administration for 
Native Americans, just to name a few.  The VA OTGR team continued to work with tribal communities to 
ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ9ÏÕÒ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ /ÕÒ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎȡ "ÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ "ÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ (ÏÍÅȱ ÐÒÅÓÕÍÐÔÉÖÅ 6! ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ 
across Indian Country for 2018.  The OTGR team partnered with tribal and State Departments of Veterans 
affairs, the VA Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), the VA Veterans Health Administration (VHA) and 
Veterans Service Organizations to host claims events focused on reaching Veterans who may have 
presumptive health conditions because of their service, or who may be eligible for pension benefits.  The 
2018 campaign included twenty-three tribal governments and thirty-two locations in twelve states with 
twelve VBA regional offices involved.  The VA estimates there were over 1000 Veterans and family 
members served over the course of the 2018 claims events initiative across Indian Country. 
 
Our Tribal Government Relations Specialist Terry Bentley partnered with the Nevada State Department 
of Veteran Services to host the Nevada Veterans Advocate Conference on October 20-21 in Elko, NV.  This 
event was a two-day workshop to offer training to help connect Veterans, active-duty military, 
guard/reserves and their family members to earned benefits, resources and services.   
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During November, I traveled to New Mexico where I was invited to participate in the New Mexico VA 
Health Care System/Indian Health Service (Albuquerque Area Office) Veterans Health and Wellness 
Symposium held at Isleta Pueblo.  The event was initiated by retired Indian Health Service Albuquerque 
Area Director and Marine, James Toya, and has been going strong through the dedicated effort and 
leadership of a joint VA/IHS/Tribal planning committee for 17 years. The symposium was an excellent 
forum for information sharing, outreach, networking and combined resources to effectively reach and 
serve Veterans across the region.  If you have the chance to attend next year, I recommend you do so as 
ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÅÌÌ ÓÐÅÎÔȢ  ! ÆÅ× ÄÁÙÓ ÌÁÔÅÒȟ ) ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ $ÁÙ 
commemoration held at Taos Pueblo.  I was humbled and honored to pay tribute to Taos Pueblo and area 
ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȟ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȢ  )ȭÍ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÃÉÏÕÓ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ 4ÁÏÓ 0ÕÅÂÌÏ 
leadership and to the planning committee who worked hard to make the event a success.   
 
On December 4-5, Terry Bentley coordinated a Tribal Veteran Advocate Training with the Native 
American Rehabilitation Association (NARA), an urban Indian health program.  Presenters for this 2-day 
training event were from VHA Portland, VBA Portland, ODVA, WDVA and SAMHSA, and was for service 
providers (TVRs) and those interested in learning more about working with Native American Veterans.   
 
On December 7, 2018, VA and the Pueblo of Acoma signed a VA Native American Direct Loan (NADL) 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  The signing of the MOU will increase opportunities for eligible 
Veterans and their spouses to use VA home loan guaranty benefits on federal trust land.  In addition, VA 
and non-VA agencies and organizations assembled for a benefits fair for approximately 125 community 
members from Acoma Pueblo and surrounding communities. 
 
Peter Vicaire was out in upstate New York where he and Mary Culley organized a veteran town hall 
meeting with Seneca Nation as well as assisted the Veterans Committee of the United South and Eastern 
Tribes (USET) with their agenda, and which was meeting nearby at the Seneca facility in Niagara Falls.  
Peter was then out at Penobscot Nation in Maine for a small outreach claims event, followed by a 
Wisconsin Tribal Veteran Service Officer meeting at Stockbridge-Munsee.  After attending a conference 
on elder justice, he rounded out the year by implementing a full-day veterans training event with the 
Eastern Shoshone and Northern Arapaho on the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming and then briefed 
tribal leaders on veteran programs at the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council in Hinckley, MN. 
 
Peter is also pleased to announce that the first Native veterans in Kansas have started to receive money 
back from the state for taxes which were illegally taken from them while they were in the military.  
Kansas now joins Arizona and New Mexico as the only states (of twenty-six) to remedy this issue and 
Peter is looking forward to 2019 with the hopes he can also help Native veterans who were wrongly 
taxed by other states.          
 
We are excited for what the new year ahead holds in store for our team, working with tribes and serving 
Veterans.  We plan to place a strong emphasis on building working alliances and bridges between VA and 
Urban Indian Health Programs as well as VA and senior citizens programs across Indian Country.  We 
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have more Indian Country claims events in the works, we have informational webinars being planned 
and we also hope to highlight funding opportunities tribes may choose to pursue through the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services ɀ Administration for Native Americans.   
 
One event coming up soon after the new year will be held January 23-24, 2019.  This is a Tribal Veteran 
Representative Training with the California State Department of Veterans Affairs, hosted by the Rincon 
Tribe of California, which will be held at the Rincon Tribal Hall in San Diego, CA.  Please email 
terry.bentley@va.gov for more information about the event.   
 
I hope you find our newsletter informative and helpful. If you have submissions to the newsletter, please 
email content or questions to tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov.  I wish you a blessed and peaceful 
holiday season and I look forward to working with you in the coming new year.   
 
Happy reading. 
 
Stephanie Birdwell 
 

 

                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Links to non-Federal services are provided solely as a service to our readers. These links do not constitute an endorsement of these organizations or their 
programs by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and none should be inferred. VA is not responsible for the content of the individual organization 
web pages found at these links nor the information provided on these events by organizations or individuals. 

mailto:terry.bentley@va.gov
mailto:tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov
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U.S. Veteran Affairs secretary promises permanent 
grave markers, other benefits for Alaska   

 

(ÅÒÅȭÓ ÁÎ article by Alex DeMarban, which ran in the Anchorage Daily News on 
October 20, 2018 

 
Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie told the Alaska Federation of Natives convention 
on Saturday that the agency is expanding benefits for veterans and families of service 
members in Alaska. 
 
Speaking before hundreds of Alaska Natives, and later in a listening circle with dozens of 
veterans, Wilkie said he was impressed with the longtime military service of Alaska 
Natives, with the highest enrollment rates in the nation.  "It is what Sen. Sullivan calls 
Alaska's special kind of patriotism," Wilkie said, referring to Dan Sullivan, R-Alaska, who 
had urged Wilkie to visit Alaska before he was confirmed in July. 
 
Wilkie's comments helped cap AFN's 52nd annual convention, a three-day spectacle of 
culture, art and politics. On Saturday, thousands of delegates from around Alaska called for 
new efforts to combat sexual assault in Native communities. In a remarkable moment 
Friday, Gov. Bill Walker announced he was ending his re-election bid with weeks left. 
 
Speaking on Saturday, Wilkie said the agency will use Alaska as a testing ground for an 
electronic medical-records program that will smooth the transition from military to post-
service life as veterans pursue health care. 
 
Wilkie also complimented Alaska's unusual health system, with tribally run clinics in 
villages providing care to veterans in villages. 
Over the last few days, Wilkie said he'd visited the Alaska Native Medical Center, providing 
health care in Anchorage, and the group's that manage the center, Southcentral Foundation 
and the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium. 
 
Wilkie said the agency was renewing reimbursement agreements with tribes through 2022, 
as part of the program. Since 2012, the agency had reimbursed tribal-care provides $21 
million, he said. [Note: that figure is $88 million nationally].  "The greatest lesson I learned 
is you help Veterans Affairs more than I help you," he told the convention. 
 
Speaking in a more intimate listening session after his speech, seated in a circle with some 
30 Alaska Native veterans, Wilkie said the agency will provide permanent grave markers 
across Alaska, for families with deceased veterans.  A lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Air Force 
Reserve, Wilkie said Sullivan had leaned on him to take that step, and other efforts in 
Alaska.  Sullivan, a colonel in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, sat beside Wilkie.  Sullivan said 
the grave markers will replace old markers crumbling in Alaska's rugged weather.  "We 
pressed hard for that," Sullivan told the veterans. 
 

https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/2018/10/20/at-afn-u-s-veteran-affairs-secretary-promises-permanent-grave-markers-other-benefits-for-alaska/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/rural-alaska/2018/10/18/sexual-assault-gets-urgent-attention-at-afn-convention/
https://www.adn.com/politics/2018/10/19/gov-bill-walker-drops-out-of-campaign-for-alaska-governor/
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Sullivan told a reporter after the hearing that work is underway to bring other benefits to 
Alaska, including the creation of a Veterans Affairs residency pilot program.  The goal is 
that physicians in training will conduct residency programs in Alaska and base their 
careers here, combating a shortage of doctors. 
 
Sullivan had inserted that language into the VA modernization bill signed earlier this year. 
On Friday, Wilkie attended the annual Stand Down Anchorage event where homeless 
veterans are able to access social services and other help.  At the AFN listening session on 
Saturday, George Shoogukuwrk, 67 and a U.S. Army Vietnam-era veteran, said the Veteran 
Affairs agency helped him get into his own home, after he had been homeless.  "Today, I'm 
good," he said. 
 

VA Reimburses over $87 Million to IHS and Tribal 
Health Programs  

Tribal health programs interested in entering into a reimbursement agreement with VA for 
serving veterans should send an initial note of interest to: tribal.agreements@va.gov 

                         

 
 

Standing Rock Veterans Cemetery Getting More 
Federal Money  

(ÅÒÅȭÓ ÁÎ article from U.S. News & World Report, which ran on December 13, 2018 
 
The Standing Rock Sioux tribe is getting $291,000 from the federal government to expand 
and improve the All Nations Veterans Cemetery in Fort Yates.  The money is through the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. The agency last year gave the tribe nearly $5 million to 
build the cemetery.  The 8-acre cemetery is expected to serve more than 2,200 tribal 
veterans and their families. 

mailto:tribal.agreements@va.gov
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/north-dakota/articles/2018-12-13/standing-rock-veterans-cemetery-getting-more-federal-money
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John Kuhn (Red Cloud) - "Sousa's Sioux" 

 
 by Darlene Richardson, Historian, Veterans Health Administration, November 30, 2018  

 
Almost everyone is familiar with the name John Philip Sousa, the famous "March King," who 
in 1880, at the age of 26, became Director of the U.S. Marine Corps Band. He composed 
countless songs that are familiar to us now, like "The Stars and Stripes Forever" and 
"Semper Fidelis," the official march of the U.S. Marine Corps, along with dozens of other 
military marches that shaped American music as no other. He even had a musical 
instrument--the sousaphone--named after him. However, many people aren't aware that a 
talented American Indian, John Kuhn, was part of Sousa's famous band and an acclaimed 
musician in his own right. 

 
1920 c., John Kuhn with his sousaphone, Etude, Vol. 38, p. 665. 

 
John Kuhn was born on July 4, 1882, to John Kuhn/Koon and Mary No Eyes on the Fort Peck 
Indian Reservation near Poplar, Montana. He was part of the Assiniboine-Sioux tribe and 
his birth name was Red Cloud. In old interviews he recounted that his earliest memories 
were of music--namely his mother singing--and at special ceremonies he heard women sing 
old tribal songs. Music had long been an essential part of Native American culture and John 
Kuhn wanted to preserve more of it in his life. 
 
He was among the first students to attend the Fort Shaw Indian School, founded in 1892, 
and it was there that he learned to play horns. Kuhn credited Louis H. Goings, an American 
Indian shoe and harness maker employed at the school with developing his musical 
aptitude. He then attended the Haskell Indian School near Lawrence, Kansas, where he 
continued his music studies. There his passion for music grew and he mastered the 
sousaphone--a tuba that had been specifically adapted, at the request of John Philip Sousa, 
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for concert performances. The first sousaphone was built for John Philip Sousa by J.W. 
Pepper in 1895.  
 
John Kuhn's professional career as a musician began by playing in bands for the Campbell 
Brothers Wagon Shows, the Sells and Forpaugh Circus, and Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show 
where he toured in the latter as "Chief" or "Big Chief" Red Cloud in Europe, Canada, and 
across the U.S. Buffalo Bill's grueling schedule interfered with his musical ambitions, so he 
left the show to play with the Dennison Wheelock Indian Band. Dennison Wheelock, 
member of the Oneida tribe, Carlisle Indian School graduate, and first bandmaster for the 
school, was considered an equal to John Philip Sousa and had made a name for himself as 
conductor and composer. He composed a Sousa-inspired march entitled, "The Carlisle 
Indian School March" in honor of the school's superintendent, Capt. Richard H. Pratt, its 
staff and students. Performing with Wheelock's band enabled John Kuhn to eventually 
cross paths with John Philip Sousa's band at the Pan American Exposition in 1915 near San 
Francisco. It was then that he achieved one of his life's dreams and was selected to play in 
Sousa's band. 

 

 
1923, John Kuhn (left back) with the Isham Jones Orchestra 

 
After the U.S. entered World War I in April 1917, Sousa enlisted with the Navy. Lieutenant 
Sousa then established a Navy band and set up a school for musicians at the Naval Training  
and his 1,700-piece Navy band, featuring John Kuhn, toured the U.S. to promote sales  
of Liberty Loan bonds. In ads promoting their concerts, John Kuhn was often listed as a  
distinguished soloist. In December 1918, one month after the Armistice to end the war was  
signed, Sousa's famed Navy band was disbanded and a small band of 150 pieces was  
established in its place. John Kuhn remained with Sousa's band for a few years after the 
war. 
 
The development and evolution of radio and phonographs in the early 20th century, placed 
John Kuhn at the heart of a cultural musical phenomenon. Soloists and orchestral 
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ensembles, alike, helped ignite the Big Band era where music studios, phonograph records, 
the sheet music industry, and radio stations became cemented as part of American culture. 
They provided music for radio and vaudeville shows, the burgeoning film industry, 
nightclubs, and special events. It was a great time to be a musician.  
 
After seven years with Sousa's band, John Kuhn left to perform with the Isham Jones 
Orchestra in 1922. Isham Jones wrote the popular songs "We're/You're In The Army Now," 
that became a recurring tune in Hollywood movies, along with "It Had to be You," and many 
others. Kuhn settled in Chicago where he performed with many bands and radio shows and 
enjoyed a long musical career during America's Big Band era. John Kuhn was one of two 
known American Indians to play in John Philip Sousa's band; the other was Robert Bruce, 
another student inspired by Louis H. Goings; he played the euphonium. John Kuhn died on 
January 10, 1962, and was buried at Acacia Park Cemetery in Chicago. 
 
Isham Jones Orchestra (includes photos of John Kuhn): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78oJjnyo234   

 
National Gathering of American Indian Veterans 

2018 Report  

 
Trickster Art Gallery is proud to present their  final report  from the 4th National Gathering 
of American Indian Veterans, which took place at Cantigny Park in Wheaton, IL.  Please save 
the date for the next gathering, which will take place July 26-28, 2019.  Click link above or 
image below for the report  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78oJjnyo234
http://online.fliphtml5.com/vtib/qxbg/#p=1
http://online.fliphtml5.com/vtib/qxbg/#p=1
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First VA Facility Named After an American Indian   
 
by Darlene Richardson, Historian, Veterans Health Administration, November 7, 2018  
 
The first federal veterans' hospital facility to carry an honorary name dates to 1921 when 
the Public Health Service (a VHA predecessor) took over the Speedway Hospital, under 
construction at the time, near Chicago, for use as a hospital for World War I veterans. The 
seller of the hospital property required that the new veterans' hospital be named after his 
son, who died in France during World War I, as a condition of the sale to the government. 
Since World War II nearly half of VA's medical facilities have been bestowed with honorary 
names after military veterans, presidents, or politicians. On June 15, 2006, the Muskogee 
VA Medical Center in Oklahoma was the first to be re-named in honor of an American 
Indian: World War II Medal of Honor recipient and member of the Cherokee nation, Jack C. 
Montgomery.  
 

 
 
 
Jack Cleveland Montgomery was born on July 23, 1917 near Long, Oklahoma, to John 
Cleveland and Emma Benge Montgomery. He attended the Chilocco Indian School and 
graduated from Carnegie High School in 1936. He then attended Bacone College in 
Muskogee and, later, the University of Redlands in California where he earned a degree in 
physical education and was a popular gridiron star.  
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Shortly after the attacks on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, Jack Montgomery enlisted 
for military service. He joined the 180th regiment, 45th Division, an Oklahoma National 
Guard unit, and found himself reunited with many of his Indian friends from Bacone 
College. Roughly 50 American Indian tribes were represented in the division and they 
chose the nickname "Thunderbirds," after the mythical bird of rain, for themselves. They 
trained at Camp Barkeley in Abilene, Texas, and were initially sent to North Africa in 1943 
but eventually fought in Italy.  
 
On February 22, 1944, near the Anzio beach head in Padigilione, Italy, Lt. Jack Montgomery 
was leading his troops when they encountered German forces. Using his rifle and hand 
grenades, Montgomery crawled up a ditch until he came upon a small mound. From there 
he fired his rifle and threw grenades so accurately that he killed eight Germans and 
captured four others. He then returned to his platoon and they attacked other German 
positions. His actions resulted in 11 enemy dead, 32 prisoners, and an unknown number of 
wounded for which he was cited for the Medal of Honor. Montgomery was wounded in the 
encounter, but survived. President Franklin D. Roosevelt personally bestowed the Medal of 
Honor on him at a White House ceremony in January 1945. He was one of seven Native 
Americans to receive the Medal of Honor during World War II. The 45th Division returned 
to the states in 1946.  
 
Report: Long -term Services and Supports for Native 

Veterans  
 
(ÅÒÅȭÓ Á (December 2016) report  from Department of Health & Human Services, Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).  The link to the CMS website is HERE and the link 
to the (38 page) report is HERE.   
 
ȰLong-term care needs among Native Veterans are high, and tribal LTSS programs can help 
connect Veterans with care. The resources below describe the care needs of Native 
Veterans and offer program planning considerations for improving access to care for 
Veterans. 
 
While Native Veterans tend to be younger than Veterans of other races, they are more likely 
to have a disability. Native Veterans are also more likely to have post-traumatic stress 
disorder, which can lead to other health problems as Veterans age. Veterans in Indian 
Country also face barriers to accessing health care, including VA health care benefits they 
may have earned through military service.   
 
Through collaboration with Veterans, IHS, and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 
tribal LTSS programs can help connect Veterans with the support and care they need.ȱ 
 
 

 

https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/American-Indian-Alaska-Native/AIAN/LTSS-TA-Center/ltss-focus-areas/ltss-for-native-veterans.html
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/American-Indian-Alaska-Native/AIAN/Downloads/LTSS-for-native-veterans.pdf
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Veteran of the Day: Marcella Ryan LeBeau 
 

6!ȭÓ Ȱ6ÅÔÅÒÁÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ $ÁÙȱ ɉ.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ σπȟ ςπρψɊ ×ÁÓ -ÁÒÃÅÌÌÁ 2ÙÁÎ ,Å"ÅÁÕȢ   
 
ȰNinety-nine-year-old Marcella Ryan LeBeau enlisted in 1943 and served in the Army 
Nurse Corps in WWII, reaching the rank of 1st Lieutenant. Marcella received orders to join 
the 76th General Hospital unit and was shipped out to England, followed by Wales, France 
and Belgium, supporting the European Theatre Operations and caring for those injured in 
the Normandy Landings and on the front line during the Battle of the Bulge. Marcella is 
from Eagle Butte, South Dakota where she is a member of the Two Kettle Band of the 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe. During WWII, on the 60th anniversary of D-Day, Marcella 
traveled to France where she was presented with the French Legion of Honor Award. 
-ÁÒÃÅÌÌÁ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÁÔ ÍÁÎÙ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓȭ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȟ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ 
experience in World War II. 
 

          
 
In 2006, Marcella was inducted into the South Dakota Hall of Fame, being recognized for 
her military achievements as well as her 31 years in nursing. Marcella has raised a family of 
eight children and remains a fierce advocate for Veterans, the Lakota language and culture 
and much, much more.  Thank you for your service, Marcella.ȱ 
 
Nominate a Veteran for  #VeteranOfTheDay 
Do you want to light up the face of a special Veteran? Have you been wondering how to tell 
ÙÏÕÒ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȩ 9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎ ÌÕÃËȦ 6!ȭÓ Π6eteranOfTheDay social media 
feature is an opportunity to highlight your Veteran and his/her service.  )ÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ 
nominate a Veteran. All it takes is an email to newmedia@va.gov with as much information 
as you can put together, along with some good photos.   
 
Visit our blog post about nominating to learn how to create the best submission. 
 

 
 

https://twitter.com/search?q=%2523VeteranOfTheDay&src=typd
mailto:newmedia@va.gov
http://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/28415/contribute-veteran-day/
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/ËÌÁÈÏÍÁ Ȭ$ÏÕÇÈÂÏÙȭ 3ÔÁÔÕÅ 2ÅÓÔÏÒÅÄȟ 2ÅÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ 
 

(ÅÒÅȭÓ ÁÎ article written by Chesley Oxendine, which ran in the Muskogee Phoenix 
on November 12, 2018 

 
MUSKOGEE, Okla. (AP) ɂ District 6 State Representative Chuck Hoskins said he sees his 
uncle when he walks past the "Spirit of the American Doughboy" statue at Jack C. 
Montgomery VA Medical Center. 
 
"It not only stands for my uncles, but for all of your relatives who took part in that war," 
Hoskins said to a gathered crowd at the recent rededication ceremony for the statue. "We 
have to make sure our children and their children understand what this statue means." 
 
The ceremony comes on the heels of a $25,000 restoration project to clean and restore the 
statue, one of 143 existing "Doughboy" statues nationwide, according to a release from the 
event, and one of two memorializing Native American wartime service. The statue is a 
"hollow" version made of copper infused bronze sheets pressed over a frame. 
 
"Doughboy" is an informal term for a member of the U.S. Army or Marine Corps. 
 
The statue was originally brought to memorialize the service of the Five Civilized Tribes 
during World War I. Part of the restoration process was adding a small monument 
extending that memorialization to all veterans who have served in all wars, Graham said. 
 
"Tulsa Monuments sandblasted it using finely ground pecan shells, and then cleaned it. 
After that, they resealed it and they cleaned all the granite, and attached a plaque to mark it 
for the National Register of Historic Places," Vandelia Graham, Green Country director for 
the Oklahoma State Daughters of the American Revolution, told the Muskogee Phoenix . 
 
The ceremony saw a large crowd pack into the medical center's chapel to hear from a 
variety of speakers like Hoskin. Members of the DAR spoke about relatives who had fought 
in World War I, sharing stories of grandfathers and uncles. Dr. Ferlin Clark, president of 
Bacone College, shared a Navajo honor song to commemorate code talkers who had 
assisted in both World Wars. 
 
Graham said the turnout was "wonderful." 
 
"I didn't nearly expect so many people to attend," she said. 
 
One of those people was Ruth Summers, a Muskogee native whose relative served in World 
War I. 
 
"This is just incredible to me," Summers said. "To see all this community support ɂ it really 
tells you what Muskogee thinks of her veterans, I think. They mean a lot to this place." 
 

https://www.muskogeephoenix.com/news/doughboy-statue-restored-rededicated/article_a42c4302-6975-555a-bbed-b181cde82066.html
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First Native American Woman Pilot  
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